
Visit us:

45 Cemetery Rd
New Ringgold, PA 17960

Get in Touch:

Phone:
(570) 386 -5111

Website: 
www.zionstonechurch.org

Founded in 1790

Zion’s Stone Church of
West Penn Township
A Federated ELCA & UCC

Church

Designated Pastor:
Linnea Meiser

(484) 388-1385

Worship Leader:

ZION’S HEAVENLY
HAPPENINGS

Come Worship with us!
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9:00 AM - Sunday Worship Service
1  Sunday of Month Holy Communionst

10:30 AM - Sunday School
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Additional Charges:
Current Board Members

President:

Todd Cheese (570) 778-3641

Vice-President:

Daniel Troxell (570) 527-0783

Secretary:

Colleen McCall (570) 582-

8330

Treasurer:

Holly Welker (570) 527-4293

Member:

Bob Knittle (570) 952-4102

CEMETERY INFORMATION

Genealogy Requests:

Please contact Todd Cheese via

email at CheeseT@icloud.com

2026 Price Sheet
Member Rates

Grave Lot/Plot: $300

Opening/Closing of Grave: $1,500

Cremation (includes open/close): $350

Footer: Priced by cost, labor, and materials

Non-Member Rates:

Grave Lot/Plot: $375

Opening/Closing of Grave: $1,750

Burial Fee (includes cremation): $1,000

Cremation (includes open/close): $450

All cemetery charges are additional. Esterly adds

$300 for Saturday services, $100 for weekday

services after 4 PM, $100 per hour after 5 PM,

and $400 for Sundays or holidays. Holidays

include Jan. 1, Easter, Memorial Day, July 4, Labor

Day, Thanksgiving, and Christmas (observed

Monday if they fall on a Sunday). As weekend and

holiday burials increase, these added fees apply

and are passed on.
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Contact: Zsccemetery@ptd.net



Designated Pastor: Linnea Meiser

Office Hours: Monday and Thursday 9:00 am - 2:00 pm

Tuesday and Wednesday 9:00 am - 12:00 pm

Other times by appointment

Contact: Call the Church or Linnea’s cell

Church Secretary: Amy Mogish

Office Hours: Monday, 9:00 am–3:00 pm 

Email and phone messages are checked throughout the week. 

If you plan to stop by, please call ahead, as hours may vary. 

Office Email: ZSCSecretary@ptd.net 

Sexton’s
Fred (& Donna)

Gimbi

Home Number: 

(570) 386 - 2888

Cell Number:

(570) 573 - 7642
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Join us for Sunday
worship on Facebook
Live and follow our
page for updates

Facebook Coordinator: 
Sarah Martinez

Stay Connected From Anywhere!

Church Staff:

You can give through Tithe.ly

by scanning the QR code

with your phone. The link

will take you directly to our

secure giving page.
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WORSHIP

Sunday, May 17th

9:00am - Worship Service

Sunday, May 3rd

9:00am - Worship Service
Holy Communion 
Sermon: Unshaken

Sunday, May 10th

9:00am - Worship Service
Young People’s Time
King’s Kids Singing 
Sermon: A Living Witness

Sermon: Living Between Promise
and Pressure
Handbell Choir

Sermon: A Spirit-Filled People

Sunday, May 24th

9:00am - Worship Service

MAY

What is Outreach?
By: Rosalee Rehrig, Outreach Chairperson
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What is Outreach? Outreach can be described as serving,
encouraging, giving, and showing mercy to others just as the Good
Samaritan showed mercy. Outreach is an act of worship, even though
it is not always justified by direct preaching. It often leads to
conversations about Jesus and “loving thy Neighbor”. Our Neighbor is
anyone we might meet, even our enemies.  
 We have all been given different abilities by God. We are called to use
our abilities to further God's work on Earth. We do not need to have
money or things to donate, but just giving our time to helping others
can make a difference in people's lives . That is why, here at Zions, we
have an Outreach Committee. We are reaching out into the
community and helping others. We are doing this through the local
food Pantry, helping at and visiting the Adult Daycare Center, helping
to organize a Fall festival with Trunk or Treat for the local children as
well as giving to those less fortunate in the local nursing homes who
may not have family around the holidays. We are given opportunities
at these events to make sure people in the area know we care and to
offer them a place to come to if they are not already going to church
to worship.  
 Our motives in reaching out to help others must always be sincere. We should not be doing outreach
deliberately to be seen by others as a way to increase our egos. Matthew 5:16 says “Let your light shine before
others, so they may see your good works and give glory to God.”
 1John 3:18 “ Let us not love with words or speech but with action and in truth”. 
 The next time you are asked to help others , know you are doing God’s work. Matthew 9:37-38 “ The harvest is
plentiful but the workers are few; ask the Lord to send workers.”

Sunday, May 31st

9:00am - Worship Service

Sermon: From Creation to
Commission



Newsletter Submittals:
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To help us prepare the newsletter, please submit all items by the
third Sunday of each month. This includes weddings, memorials, and

thank‑you messages. You may email them or use the submission
boxes. Thank you!

Sponsorship Opportunities:

Sponsor a monthly newsletter for $20. Just email your wording to the
church office or place it in your packet marked “Newsletter Sponsor.”

“Newsletter Sponsor.” The newsletter prints monthly. 
Altar Flowers are $55 through Forget‑Me‑Not Florist, and rosebuds range
from $13–28. Please order at least one week ahead. To sponsor flowers,

call the office before noon on Tuesday and leave your phone number and
the wording for the slides.

Staying Involved
& STAYING CONNECTED

Lectors: 
Lectors are needed every Sunday. Please sign up in the Narthex. New volunteers
are always welcome.

Updated Contact Information: 
If you have a new address or phone number, please notify the office by email or
phone. Keeping your information current helps us stay in touch and share
important updates.

Auditorium Bookings: 
Planning an event? The Auditorium is available. Contact the office (prompt #1) to

reserve. Contract and fee due two weeks ahead
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Zion’s Stone Church Board Meeting
Monday, March 9, 2026

X Stacey Cheese X Brady Miller X Darlene Gruver X Erin Ballister X Gary Clemson X Dean
Meiser X Tom Blaker X Jen Clinton Gene Schaeffer      (X)= Board Member Present

Congregation present: Linnea Meiser, Designated Pastor
Pastor Linnea offered the prayer.
Call to Order: President Stacey Cheese opened the meeting; thanking the Board members for
their diligence in the transition of administration.
Pastor’s Report: Pastor’s report reviewed, on file. Report includes Pastor’s activities from
February 9th thru March 8th.
Secretary’s Report: Last month’s Board report was emailed to board members prior to
tonight’s meeting. Motion to accept: Jen, 2nd Brady (Unanimous vote-all in favor).
Treasurer’s Report: Reviewed per Erin. Noted kitchen account closed; received $8,223.81. Also
more than normal repairs to boiler. Motion to accept: Brady, 2nd Tom (Unanimous vote-all in
favor).
Committee Reports: (Board Representatives in parentheses)
Finance (Erin Ballister, Gary Clemson)-Stacey, Brady, Erin and Darlene are to have access to
Church bank account when needing a signature. A president should be named. Discussed
H&R Block (DBU, Inc.) for payroll at a cost of $130.00 monthly. Additional cost for end of year
federal filing. Free demonstrations are offered. Motion to accept: Erin, 2nd Stacey.
(Unanimous vote-all in favor). Stacey to contact DBU, Inc. to proceed.
Personnel (Stacey Cheese)-No report. In search for a new administrator; would prefer to keep
position at 20 hours. Will begin accepting applications for an Administrative
Assistant (One position). Motion to accept: Brady, 2nd Erin. (Unanimous vote-all in favor).
Property (Dean Meiser)-Replaced mesh in the Bell Tower. Painting needs to be done on the
outside of the tower; however will need to contract out for this work. Fundraising should help
finance this project. In warmer weather the handrail needs to be painted. Gary Clemson to
contact camera security.
CE/Sunday School (Darlene Gruver)-per Eileen, getting ready for the Egg Hunt on April 4th
(last year we had over 60 kids). The theme for VBS is Rainforest Falls by Group…VBS will be
held from June 22-26.
Worship and Music(Dean Meiser)-The organ was serviced on February 26th . There will be a
Choir practice after the Good Friday service. There will be no Choir practice Thursday, April
30th.
Outreach (Jen Clinton, Rosalee Rehrig)-per Rosalee’s report. Super Bowl Pizza Fundraiser-
being put on hold for this year. May do in the middle of the year. Meatball Fundraiser-
Awaiting date in early March for fundraiser. The Food Pantry at Christ Church in
McKeansburg-next event March 13th and 14 . th



Church Newsletter | May 2026 Page 7

Board Report Cont...

Valor-Scheduled for Saturday, April 18th. Adult Daycare-will try to schedule something in the

summer. Trunk or Treat –will discuss with Fundraising to pick date in October. Thanksgiving meal

with Sister Churches. Next meeting Wednesday, March 18th at 6pm in the Church auditorium.

Social Committee (New) (Jen Clinton)-Committee meeting scheduled March 17th at 7:00pm.

Fundraising (Dwane Miller, Erin Ballister)-per Erin, the Filling Sale and Ham & String Bean Dinner

scheduled. Working on a special event for the 250th Anniversary. Baskets & Berries Bonanza event

– July 26. Pork & Sauerkraut dinner- November 14 . th

Youth Group (Brady Miller)-Hockey Game scheduled on April 11th . Also, 30 Hour Famine- April 17

& 18.

Safety/Security (Gene Schaeffer)-No report.

Other Committees/Misc. nothing presented.

Old Business: The remainder of member yearly statements were mailed. The Church envelopes

not picked up will be delivered by members of the Board.

Discussed a Church policy on pets.

New Business: Discussed options for the PPL shares. Preparation for Lenten service on

Wednesday. Volunteers needed for Easter breakfast.

Discussed some specific training on serving communion.

Updating our active member list.

Hosting a Miller-Keystone blood drive this year.

Brady suggests Chairperson of each committee should be responsible for the books.

Stacey and Erin to work on the Congregational review of information prior to the meeting March

15th.

Next Church Board Meeting is Monday April 13, 2026 at 6:30pm.

The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer. Motion was made to adjourn the meeting by

Brady, 2  Dean.nd

Respectfully submitted by Board Secretary, Darlene Gruver.



Thursday Nights
6:15 pm

Ring His Praise -
Handbell Choir

Thursday Nights
6:45pm

Senior Choir

No Experience
Needed!

Try something new, share

your gifts, and make great

friends along the way!

Interested? 

Contact our Director of

Music, Erin Zelinski – (570)

205‑3511
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MUSIC
MINISTRY 

MUSIC
MINISTRY 

Family and Friends of Margaret J. “Peggy” Frace who enterd eternal

life April 24, 2026

Called Home to God



April Budgeted
Giving Amount:

April Actual Giving
Amount: 

April Actual
Expenses:

$20,359.00 $20,441.68 $17,789.02

Total 2026 Budget: 

$244, 313.08

Total Giving YTD:

$47,950.29

2026 Worship Attendance Figures:
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Financial Update:
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April 2026

4/5 Dawn - 38

4/5 - 162

4/12 - 111

4/19 - 93

4/26 - 107

March 2026

3/1 - 119

3/8 - 136

3/15 - 131

3/22 - 104

3/29 - 174
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We’re grateful for each of you—your

kindness, your faith, and the many ways you

lift our church family every week.

A Blessing for All Women

May God’s grace rest upon all women in our community

—those who mother, those who mentor, those who lead,

and those who quietly lift others with kindness. May you

feel seen in the love you give, strengthened in the

burdens you carry, and encouraged in the gifts you share

so generously.

May God surround you with peace in the busy moments, joy

in the ordinary ones, and hope that renews your spirit day by

day. You are a blessing to this church, and we give thanks for

the many ways you reflect God’s love into the world.



Annual Easter Egg Hunt
Our annual Easter Egg Hunt was held on April 4, welcoming 51 children and their families for a

joyful afternoon together.
 Thank you to everyone who helped set up and hide eggs that Saturday. A special thank‑you goes

to Marianne Storch and her crew for filling all the eggs.
We prepared three age groups, each with 26 dozen eggs and three prizes—and the kids had a

wonderful time!
Thank You for Supporting the CF Special Offering

Thank you for your generous donations to the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation during our special
offering at the end of April. Your kindness helps fuel research, support families, and move us

closer to a cure.

May 24 – No Sunday School

Vacation Bible School – June 22–26 - 6:30–8:30 PM 
 For all kids age 3 through Grade 5

Join us this summer as we explore Rainforest Falls, a VBS adventure that helps kids discover what
it means to be rooted in relationship with God, our Creator and our safe place in life’s storms.

Register online at myvbs.org/zionstonechurch or through our Facebook page.
We can’t wait to plunge into the adventure and discover the nature of God with all our VBS kids.

See you there!
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Sunday School News



45 Cemetery Rd, New Ringgold
 

 Please bring a photo ID and remember to
hydrate and eat a healthy meal before your

appointment. Your simple act of kindness can
save up to three lives!

For More Details Please Visit
https://donor.giveapint.org/donor/sch

edules/drive_schedule/90582

Z I O N S  S T O N E  C H U R C H

BLOOD
DRIVE

GIFT THE GIVE OF LIFE

SUNDAY, AUGUST 30TH
STARTS AT 8 :00 AM

Church Auditorium
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Secretary’s Report: was read by Karen
Treasurer’s Report: N/A

OLD BUSINESS :
1) Lehigh Valley Phantoms Game: Will leave at 5:45 pm tonight (4/11/26) to go see

the LV phantoms play against the Islanders.
A) Dinner will be Dino nuggets and French Fries

B) We will be painting t-shirts for the 30 Hour Famine next week.
2) 30 Hour Famine: Will be held next weekend, April 17-18 from 7:00pm, Friday -

7:00pm, Saturday.
A) Dinner will be walking tacos.

B) Theme: “Persecution of Christians around the world”.
C) Bring your donation packets with you monetary donations in them.

D) Don’t forget your sleeping items and wear old clothing.
3) Ham & String Bean Dinner: Fundraising Committee is hosting a Ham and String

Bean dinner on Sat., April 25th from 4:00pm-7:00pm.
A) Volunteers can use this event for service hours for School.

B) Come around 3:00pm to help out.
NEW BUSINESS:

1) Charlotte will be having surgery in May.
A) Think about an activity for July.

Snack for May: N/A
Drink for May: N/A

Next Meeting: Please Note
May 10th.

-
Will be held on May 17th at 7:00pm due to Mother’s Day on

Respectfully submitted by Charlotte Fritz, Advisor
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Youth Group News
The Youth held a short meeting on April 11th at

2:00pm.
Members Present: Maddy Miller, Lillian Huegel,

Sarah Davenport, Ella Balliet,
Miller Kovatch, Emily Buchman, Tyler Buchman,

Destiny Steinmertz & Karma Gold
Advisors Present: Lizzy Davenport, Adele & Dave

Snyder, Marianne Storch, Kyle Snyder,
Karen Wood, Darryl & Charlotte Fritz
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Members and Friends of Keystone Conference,

Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation— if indeed you have
tasted that the Lord is good. 1 Peter 2:2-3

This is such an interesting line from one of the Lectionary texts assigned to us this week. This feminine metaphor of
God feeding us milk as our mothers once did, so that we might grow into salvation, into wholeness, is striking and

beautiful. And yet children don’t need to be told to long for their mother’s or other milk – it’s instinctual because it's
needed for survival. But the author seems to know that later in life, we will need to be told to yearn for the purity of
God’s goodness, as we so often confuse good and bad milk, good and bad things. It becomes a choice later, a daily
choice to seek the best kinds of spiritual food, to choose from a menu that the world offers us that offers so many

options, most of which are not good for the work of growing into salvation. 

But the latter part of the sentence is important as well: if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. The hopeful
response by us is that we have indeed tasted that the Lord is good, so that we know what good or bad milk tastes like.
Last Sunday, in a sermon I preached, I talked about how to discern the voice of the Good Shepherd against the other

voices floating in our heads and in the world. The only way to do so is by listening to what that voice is telling us to do,
whether to love or hate, to heal or hurt, and practice mercy or judgment. It’s also the recipe for knowing the

difference between fresh milk and sour milk. In our best moments, surely, we tasted that the Lord is good, so good,
and the work still before us to continue to seek that good milk, day by day, so that we may grow into wholeness. 

Rev. Kevin J. McLemore
Transitional Regional Conference Minister for Region 1

Keystone Conference UCC

Keystone Conference of the United Church of Christ’s first Annual Meeting will be held June 5-7 at Millersville
University in Millersville. Overnight accommodations will be on campus as well as the DoubleTree Hilton in

Lancaster. Registration will begin in March 2026.
 

Our theme is “Joy at the Table Together” and our centering scripture is Acts 2:46-47 “Every day they met together,
breaking bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God.” The meeting will include

a Service of Consecration for Keystone Conference.
 

Speakers will include Rev. Dr. Marcia McFee, author of Think Like a Filmmaker: Sensory-Rich Worship for
Unforgettable Messages; Rev. Dr. Karen Georgia Thompson, General Minister and President of the United Church of

Christ; Rev. Dr. Mary Luti, author of Do This: Communion for Just and Courageous Living;  Rev. Greg Edwards,
Executive Director of POWER Interfaith, Secretary Russell Redding, PA Secretary of Agriculture, and Rev. Freeman

Palmer, Conference Minister for the Central Atlantic Conference.
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We’re excited to share our upcoming Fundraising
events so you can save the dates: 

Baskets & Berries — July 26
Fall Basket Bingo — October 4 
Fall Festival & Trunk or Treat - October 17th 
Pork & Sauerkraut Dinner — November 14 

Stay tuned for more details!

Thinking about lending a hand? Connect with any
Fundraising Committee member!
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🎓 Calling All 2025–2026 Graduates! Let’s Celebrate You!

Do you know someone graduating between June 2025 and June
2026—from high school, a 2‑ or 4‑year college, graduate school, or a

trade program? We want to cheer them on!
Please send their info to the church office (or message us on

Facebook Messenger).
 Include:

Name
Senior portrait or a recent clear photo
School or program they’re graduating from
Future plans (big dreams, small dreams—whatever they’d like to
share!)

We’ll be celebrating all our graduates during the Father’s Day
Outdoor Service on Sunday, June 21st.

 Let’s make sure no one gets missed!
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 Event Calendar

Images used in this newsletter are sourced from Canva and Google Photos.


