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Visit us:

45 Cemetery Rd
New Ringgold, PA 17960

Get in Touch:

Phone:
(570) 386 -5111

Website: 
www.zionstonechurch.org

Founded in 1790

Zion’s Stone Church of
West Penn Township
A Federated ELCA & UCC

Church

Designated Pastor:
Linnea Meiser

(484) 388-1385

Worship Leader:
9:00 AM - Sunday Worship Service

1  Sunday of Month Holy Communionst

10:30 AM - Sunday School
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Additional Charges:
Current Board Members

President:

Todd Cheese (570) 778-3641

Vice-President:

Daniel Troxell (570) 527-0783

Secretary:

Colleen McCall (570) 582-

8330

Treasurer:

Holly Welker (570) 527-4293

Member:

Bob Knittle (570) 952-4102

CEMETERY INFORMATION

Genealogy Requests:

Please contact Todd Cheese via

email at CheeseT@icloud.com

2026 Price Sheet
Member Rates

Grave Lot/Plot: $300

Opening/Closing of Grave: $1,500

Cremation (includes open/close): $350

Footer: Priced by cost, labor, and materials

Non-Member Rates:

Grave Lot/Plot: $375

Opening/Closing of Grave: $1,750

Burial Fee (includes cremation): $1,000

Cremation (includes open/close): $450

All cemetery charges are additional. Esterly adds

$300 for Saturday services, $100 for weekday

services after 4 PM, $100 per hour after 5 PM,

and $400 for Sundays or holidays. Holidays

include Jan. 1, Easter, Memorial Day, July 4, Labor

Day, Thanksgiving, and Christmas (observed

Monday if they fall on a Sunday). As weekend and

holiday burials increase, these added fees apply

and are passed on.
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Designated Pastor: Linnea Meiser

Office Hours: Monday and Thursday 9:00 am - 2:00 pm

Tuesday and Wednesday 9:00 am - 12:00 pm

Other times by appointment

Contact: Call the Church or Linnea’s cell

Church Secretary: Amy Mogish

Office Hours: Monday, 9:00 am–3:00 pm 

Email and phone messages are checked throughout the week. 

If you plan to stop by, please call ahead, as hours may vary. 

Office Email: ZSCSecretary@ptd.net 

Sexton’s
Fred (& Donna)

Gimbi

Home Number: 

(570) 386 - 2888

Cell Number:

(570) 573 - 7642
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Join us for Sunday
worship on Facebook
Live and follow our
page for updates

Facebook Coordinator: 
Sarah Martinez

Stay Connected From Anywhere!

Church Staff:

You can give through Tithe.ly

by scanning the QR code

with your phone. The link

will take you directly to our

secure giving page.
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WORSHIP
Sunday, April 5th

9:00am - Worship Service
Holy Communion 
Sermon: Behold the Risen Lord

Sunday, April 12th

9:00am - Worship Service
Young People’s Time
King’s Kids Singing + Handbells
Sermon: What Does the Bible
Say About...FEAR

Sunday, April 19th

9:00am - Worship Service
Sermon: What Does the Bible
Say About...ANXIETY
Handbell Choir

Sunday, April 26th

Sermon: What Does the Bible
Say About...People Pleasing

9:00am - Worship Service

APRIL

The History Behind the Hymn: Christ Arose

He is risen! He is risen, indeed! Alleluia! Happy Easter, church, and
welcome to this new series “The History Behind The Hymn”. Today,
let’s look at “Christ Arose”, written by Robert Lowry in 1874.
Robert Lowry was born in Philadelphia in 1826. Growing up, he was on
his church choir and helped teach Sunday school. His foundation was
rooted in Jesus, and he later went on to become a preacher. He worked
incredibly hard on his sermons, and was recognized for his ability to
paint a picture in the imaginations of his congregants & excite an
audience with his vivid descriptions. Although very consumed by his
sermon writing, he always found time for another passion of his: music. 
Lowry always had a love for music, but songwriting ranked far below
writing and delivering a sermon. So in 1874, on a spring day near Easter
Sunday, Lowry was reading the account of Jesus’ death and
resurrection. He had read this passage hundreds of times, yet this time,
he felt that his eyes had been opened to the significance of the event.
And thus, in a very spontaneous fashion, one of Easter’s greatest hymns
was born… “Christ Arose”. With little effort during a nightly devotion,
Lowry had written a hymn that has stood the test of time. 

By Erin Zelinsky, Director of Music Ministry
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Sometimes it’s easy to believe that our purpose will only be revealed after endless soul searching. Or that we can only
bring glory to God by working tirelessly and leaving our tanks on E. Sometimes, we’re even called to lead others in
worship, but we say “no” because we feel we’re just not qualified to do it (oh wait, that was me nine years ago…)
The truth is, God doesn’t need us prepared. He doesn’t need our ducks in a row. In fact, your ducks can be in the next
pond over. As long as you’re willing, God can use you to bring glory to His name and share the Word with others, just
like he did through Robert Lowry on that spring day in 1874.
If you don’t feel equipped for what God is calling you to do, that’s okay. You don’t have to be. You just need to say
“yes”. 



Newsletter Submittals:
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To help us prepare the newsletter, please submit all items by the
third Sunday of each month. This includes weddings, memorials, and

thank‑you messages. You may email them or use the submission
boxes. Thank you!

Sponsorship Opportunities:

Sponsor a monthly newsletter for $20. Just email your wording to the
church office or place it in your packet marked “Newsletter Sponsor.”

“Newsletter Sponsor.” The newsletter prints monthly. 
Altar Flowers are $55 through Forget‑Me‑Not Florist, and rosebuds range
from $13–28. Please order at least one week ahead. To sponsor flowers,

call the office before noon on Tuesday and leave your phone number and
the wording for the slides.

Staying Involved
& STAYING CONNECTED

Lectors: 
Lectors are needed every Sunday. Please sign up in the Narthex. New volunteers
are always welcome.

Updated Contact Information: 
If you have a new address or phone number, please notify the office by email or
phone. Keeping your information current helps us stay in touch and share
important updates.

Auditorium Bookings: 
Planning an event? The Auditorium is available. Contact the office (prompt #1) to

reserve. Contract and fee due two weeks ahead
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Zion’s Stone Church Board Meeting

Monday, February 9, 2026

X Stacey Cheese X Brady Miller X Darlene Gruver X Erin Ballister X Gary Clemson X Jen Clinton X Dean Meiser

Tom Blaker Gene Schaeffer                  (X)= Board Member Present

Congregation present: Pastor Linnea

Pastor Linnea offered the prayer.

Call to Order: President Stacey Cheese opened the meeting. Stacey welcomed Gary Clemson to the Board.

Pastor’s Report: Linnea met with our sister churches last month. The mid-week Lenten Services are as

follows: February 18, 2026 – Ash Wednesday Service at Zion’s Stone; February 25, 2026 – Service at St. John’s

Mahoning (Pastor Josh); March 4, 2026- Service at Ben Salem (Pastor Tony); March 11, 2026- Service at Zion’s

Stone (Pastor Josh); March 18, 2026- Service at St. Peters (Pastor Linnea); March 25, 2026- Service at Dinkey

Memorial (Pastor Randy); April 2, 2026- Maundy Thursday Service at Ben Salem (Seder Meal); April 3, 2026-

Good Friday Service at Zions’s Stone. All services are held at 7:00pm.

Ash Wednesday Service –we will have pew communion and the blessing of receiving ashes. We are hosting the

March 11th service with a time of fellowship after the service. There will be a signup sheet in the Narthex.

There is a group of people interested in joining our Church with a tentative date for new membership on

March 15th . February 22nd a President’s meeting will be held by the Lutherans. Pastor Linnea and Stacey plan

to attend. Pastor Linnea is planning to attend a Youth meeting on February 28th to learn more of the programs

and opportunities offered in the community.

Secretary’s Report: Last month’s Board report was emailed to board members prior to tonight’s meeting.

Motion to accept: Brady, 2nd Dean (Unanimous vote-all in favor).

Treasurer’s Report: per Erin emailed to Board members. (2025 budget report) Motion to accept: Jen, 2nd

Brady (Unanimous vote-all in favor).

Committee Reports: (Board Representatives in parentheses)

Finance (Erin Ballister)-Year end records remain in review.

Personnel (Stacey Cheese)- The Call Committee is working on a potential full-time candidate for a Pastor.

However, in the interim the Board can make the decision to offer the position of a Designated Pastor rather

than a Supply Pastor. Board voted unanimously to have a designated pastor rather than a supply pastor.

Motion to accept: Brady, 2nd Erin; 1 abstained. 



Church Newsletter | April 2026 Page 7

Moving forward the Board agreed to offer Linnea Meiser the position of Designated Pastor. Motion to

accept: Stacey, 2nd Darlene (All in favor; 1 abstained).

Property (Dean Meiser)- No report. Checking into some issues with security cameras.

CE/Sunday School (Darlene Gruver)- per Eileen, beginning February 15th , Sunday school will be held from

10:30-11:30am. The door to the auditorium will be opened 10 min. prior to Sunday school (10:20am). Once

SS starts, the door will be locked. Someone will be seated in the back to open the door as needed. Schedule

to June. All Sunday school classes will be canceled for March 15- Congregational meeting. Egg Hunt-

Saturday, April 4 @2:00pm. Cystic Fibrosis Special Offering- April 19. Memorial Day- May 24- No Sunday

school. Last day of Sunday school-June 14. Vacation Bible School- June 22-26 6:30-8:30pm. (Teachers are

looking at Themes)

Worship and Music(Dean Meiser)- Organ being tuned. Erin will be taking a paid vacation day on February

22nd.

Outreach (Jen Clinton) -No report.

Fundraising (Erin Ballister)- No report. Committee meeting tentatively planned.

Youth Group (Brady Miller) – Youth had their sleepover. Donations of canned soup on Souper Bowl Sunday

to support the New Ringgold food pantry.

Safety/Security (Gene Schaeffer)- Locking of doors while Sunday school and choir practices are in session.

Questions concerning evacuation plan and clarification of traditional safety matters.

Other Committees/Misc. nothing presented.

Old Business: Per Stacey, Kyle (From Computer Pals) discuss what to do with our old computers. We’ll have

a Zion Stone Church email address. Letters were sent to inactive members. 

New Business: Members yearly statements that were not picked up at Church were mailed. Erin Ballister

spoke with computer software representatives. She will get quotes and demos to share at the next Board

meeting, March 9th. Congregational review of information prior to meeting.

Next Church Board Meeting is Monday, March 9, 2026 at 6:30pm.

Pastor Linnea offered the closing prayer.

Motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Brady, 2nd Dean. All in favor. (Unanimous)

Respectfully submitted by Board Secretary, Darlene Gruver.



Thursday Nights
6:15 pm

Ring His Praise -
Handbell Choir

Thursday Nights
6:45pm

Senior Choir

No Experience
Needed!

Try something new, share

your gifts, and make great

friends along the way!

Interested? 

Contact our Director of

Music, Erin Zelinski – (570)

205‑3511
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MUSIC
MINISTRY 

MUSIC
MINISTRY 



March Budgeted
Giving Amount:

March Actual
Giving Amount: 

March Actual
Expenses:

$20,359.00 $24,272.86 $17,225.78

Total 2026 Budget: 

$244, 313.08

Total Giving YTD:

$47,950.29

2026 Worship Attendance Figures:
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Financial Update:
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March 2026

3/1 - 119

3/8 - 136

3/15 - 131

3/22 - 104

3/29 - 174

February 2026

2/1 - 118

2/8 - 107

2/15 -98

2/18 (Ash Wednesday) - 69

2/22 - 78



Dear Church Family, 

     Thank you so much for supporting me. Praying for me and showing me love all these years as I worked for you. I

was a “green” 24-year-old when I started working for Zion’s Stone Church. I have grown so much since then I started

out by being part of the Mahoning UCC charge where I typed to bulletins for St. Peters Church, St. John’s Church,

and Zion’s Stone Church then I moved into the office in January of 1995. I have grown so much since then. I learned

so many things working for you all and I cherish every minute. second, and hour as I became a part of the family of

Zion’s Stone Church. I came to love working at the church. I grew closer to God and became so much stronger in my

faith by working at Zion’s. I want to thank you for that opportunity. It meant a great deal to me. It was an honor and a

privilege, and I will never forget my time working for you all. I have made many wonderful friendships during those

years. I had always tried my best to do the job to the best of my abilities, and I hope that my work showed it. I was so

very proud to work for you. My decision to resign was the most difficult decision I ever had to make, it really was

heart wrenching for me. I wish nothing but the best for Zion’s Stone Church. I will continue to help in Fundraising,

continue with working with the youth group and continue to play on the handbells. Thank you so much for the

plaque that I received on March 1. It was greatly appreciated. To whoever takes on my job at Zion’s. I wish you good

luck and pray that the job will be as rewarding for you as it was for me.

See you all at Church! God bless you all, 

Charlotte Fritz.
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The church has received heartfelt

thank‑you notes from the organizations we

support through our Benevolence giving,

along with messages of appreciation from

members and their families



ANNUAL EGG HUNT – SATURDAY, APRIL 4 – KIDS UP TO GRADE 5 
(If you are interested in helping, we will begin hiding dozens of eggs at 1:00

pm)

CF SPECIAL OFFERING – SUNDAY, APRIL 26
Supporting Team Courageous Cousins (Benjamin Hehn & Aidan Frederick)
Why we lift up this special offering in April: The Great Strides Walk is the

Cystic Fibrosis Foundation’s largest national fundraising event, dedicated to
advancing the mission to cure CF. The 2026 Lehigh Valley Great Strides Walk
will take place on April 18 at Cedar Crest College in Allentown, and our own

“Courageous Cousins” will be there representing Zion’s!
Fundraising plays a crucial role in driving continued progress in CF research.

By supporting cousins Ben and Aidan—who bravely live with CF every day—
you join the fight to create a future free of cystic fibrosis. Together, we can

make a meaningful difference. Learn more at www.cff.org
OFFERING BASKETS WILL BE AVAILABLE IN THE CHURCH AND

SUNDAY SCHOOL Checks may be made payable to Zion’s Sunday School;
Sunday School will issue one combined check.

COMING THIS SUMMER – RAINFOREST FALLS VBS – RIGHT HERE AT
ZION’S –

JUNE 22-26 – 6:30 PM TO 8:30 PM 
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Sunday School News



This month’s newsletter is offered in gratitude for our church
family. If you would like to sponsor an upcoming edition, please

contact the church office.
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Outreach Updates
Outreach has a couple of meaningful ways

for you to get involved this spring: 
• Meatball Sale on March 7 
• Stand Down Valor volunteer opportunity
on April 18 in Lansford 

We hope you’ll join us in supporting these
efforts!

Mid-Week Lenten Services

April 2  - Seder Mealnd

Location: Bensalem - Led by: Pastor Randy

April 3  - Good Fridayrd

Location: Zion’s - Led by: Pastor Linnea
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Youth Group Meeting - March 8, 2026
Members Present: Lillian Huegel, Maddy Miller, Ella Balliet, Sarah

Davenport, &.
Karma Gold

Advisors Present: Marianne Storch, Kyle Snyder, Dave & Adele
Snyder, Lizzy Davenport,

Karen Wood, & Darryl & Charlotte Fritz
Show -N- Tell: Maddy & Lillian presented their instruments:

Maddy - Baritone Ukulele & Dulcimer, Lillian - Piccolo. Each girl
played their instruments and Maddy showed more of her Pins

Secretary’s Report was presented & read.
Treasurer’s Report was presented & read.
Old Business:
1) Hockey game - Lehigh Valley Phantoms - April 11, 2026, Saturday, at 7 PM.
A) Going are: Maddy, Lillian, karma, Sarah, Miller, and Isabella. B) Meet at the church by 2 PM. C) We will make T-
shirts for the famine on April 17 - 18th 2026. D) We will make a light supper before we go to the game. (Dino
Nuggets & F. Fries) E) Lehigh Valley phantoms or the PPL center is a cashless event if you need to buy any food or
drinks or souvenirs bring money with you to reimburse the advisors.
2) 30 Hour Famine : Friday, April 17, 7 PM - Saturday, April 18, 8 PM.
A) Attending the famine so far will be Miller Kovatch, Ella Balliet, Maddie Miller, Lillian Huegel, & Karma Gold. B)
Bring sleepover items such as blankets, pillows, sleeping bag, air mattress, or Sleeping cot or mat. Bring Toiletry
Items, PJ’s, & a change of Clothing, & wear older clothes & sneakers, no flip flops, crocks or sandals. C) Famine
dinner suggestions: walking tacos, and pierogies. D) Parents must come in the auditorium and sign consent forms on
Friday, April 17 at 7 PM E) We will not be holding a Youth Sunday this year, instead we will present a
10-15 minute presentation at the April 19 Sunday worship service. F) We have a donation box out in the Narthex on
Sunday, April 12 & April 19.
3) CF Walk-A-Thon donation
A) We will donate $150.00 to the Courageous Cousins team: Benjamin Hahn & his
cousin Aiden for this important cause.
New Business:
Upcoming Church Events where the Youth Group can participate for service hours at School:
A) Easter Egg Hunt - April 4, 2026 - 1:00pm - Help hide Eggs (Older Kids).
B) Ham and String Bean dinner - April 25, 2026.
C) Country, Church & Community - June 19, 2028 -Friday Night at 6:00pm at WP Park.
D) Basket and Berries Bonanza - July 26, 2026 - held at the church.
E) Fall Bingo - Designer Purse & Cash - Oct. 4, 2025 - Note Change in date (due to
scheduling conflict - the bingo will be held a week earlier then other years).
Show -N- Tell at Next Meeting - Isabella. Snacks for next meeting - Karma. Drinks for next meeting - Lillian
Next Meeting: April 11, 2026
“Encourage, Not Discourage!”

Respectfully submitted by Charlotte Fritz, Youth Group advisor
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Dear Keystone Members and Friends –

I grew up in a family that loved parades. I’ve been fortunate to have seen in person two of the most popular
holiday parades. I’ve been to the Rose Parade on New Year’s Day in Pasadena, CA, and got to witness the
incredible artistry of those floats to which seeing them on TV can’t compare. I also got to see the Macy’s

Thanksgiving Day Parade in NYC, but from an unusual vantage point. When we couldn’t find a spot on the street,
my brother took us to a conference room in his company’s office building, and we watched the parade through the

25th floor windows! We were actually looking down upon the famous balloons of that parade.

By now, most everyone is familiar with the scholarship on the two parades of Jerusalem on what we call Palm
Sunday. Many believe that the peasant parade of Jesus, the disciples, and others was planned mockery and a

counter-parade to the parade of power of Pontius Pilate and his Roman guards. The Romans were entering the
city on the west side, Jesus and company on the east side.

This coming weekend in our country there will be two days of parades, if you will. The “No Kings” gatherings and
marches will happen on Saturday and in many churches the Palm Sunday parade(s) will be remembered and in

some even reenacted. 

The parades this coming weekend can be compared to the tension of that first Palm Sunday in Jerusalem: Parades
can be statements of power and/or protest. Sometimes, we need a 25th floor view to see the true scope and
effectiveness of such gatherings. Jesus mocking Roman power in the occupied holy city of his faith made a

statement that his power was not of this world. Pilate’s Parade, and many ruling-party parades since, filled with
swords, weapons and shows of loyalty are statements of authority of this world.

Nearly 2000 years later, we may still love a parade, especially those with artistry, passion, or the power of
community at their hearts. Other parades hit differently.

So, it makes me wonder in a decade or two how the two parade days of this coming weekend will be viewed in
terms of their power? I suppose the participants and viewers will decide the answer to that question in time.

Rev. Dwight Hein
Coordinator Leadership Development

Keystone Conference UCC
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FILLING SALE
Potato

$12
Quart

PICK UP

The Fundraising Committee is once again
offering homemade, unbaked potato
filling—just in time for your Easter table!

Saturday 4/4
11am-1pm - Auditorium

Zion’s Stone Church
45 Cemetery Rd, New Ringgold
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Ham &
String Bean

Dinner
F U N D R A I S E R

Join us for a PA Dutch favorite!
All-you-can-eat
Eat in or Take out

April 25th

45 Cemetery Rd
4:00 PM - 7:00PM

Dinner includes: Ham, String
Beans, Potatoes, Bread, Dessert,
Cole Slaw, Applesauce, Drinks

$12 (13+)
$6 (6-12)
5 & under free

Saturday

Zion’s Stone Church
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We’re excited to share our upcoming Fundraising
events so you can save the dates:

Country, Church, and Community: Celebrating America’s
250th! — June 19 
Baskets & Berries — July 26  
Fall Basket Bingo — October 4 
Pork & Sauerkraut Dinner — November 14 

Stay tuned for more details!

Thinking about lending a hand? Connect with any
Fundraising Committee member!
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 Event Calendar

Images used in this newsletter are sourced from Canva and Google Photos.
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	Zion’s Stone Church of West Penn Township

	Visit us:
	45 Cemetery Rd New Ringgold, PA 17960

	Get in Touch:
	Phone: (570) 386 -5111 Website:  www.zionstonechurch.org

	Worship Leader:
	Designated Pastor: Linnea Meiser (484) 388-1385
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	CEMETERY INFORMATION
	Genealogy Requests: Please contact Todd Cheese via email at CheeseT@icloud.com
	2026 Price Sheet
	Member Rates
	Grave Lot/Plot: $300
	Opening/Closing of Grave: $1,500
	Cremation (includes open/close): $350
	Footer: Priced by cost, labor, and materials

	Non-Member Rates:
	Grave Lot/Plot: $375
	Opening/Closing of Grave: $1,750
	Burial Fee (includes cremation): $1,000
	Cremation (includes open/close): $450

	Current Board Members
	President: Todd Cheese (570) 778-3641 Vice-President: Daniel Troxell (570) 527-0783 Secretary: Colleen McCall (570) 582-8330 Treasurer: Holly Welker (570) 527-4293 Member: Bob Knittle (570) 952-4102


	Additional Charges:
	All cemetery charges are additional. Esterly adds $300 for Saturday services, $100 for weekday services after 4 PM, $100 per hour after 5 PM, and $400 for Sundays or holidays. Holidays include Jan. 1, Easter, Memorial Day, July 4, Labor Day, Thanksgiving, and Christmas (observed Monday if they fall on a Sunday). As weekend and holiday burials increase, these added fees apply and are passed on.
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	Church Staff:
	Designated Pastor: Linnea Meiser Office Hours: Monday and Thursday 9:00 am - 2:00 pm Tuesday and Wednesday 9:00 am - 12:00 pm Other times by appointment Contact: Call the Church or Linnea’s cell Church Secretary: Amy Mogish Office Hours: Monday, 9:00 am–3:00 pm  Email and phone messages are checked throughout the week.  If you plan to stop by, please call ahead, as hours may vary.  Office Email: ZSCSecretary@ptd.net


	Sexton’s
	Fred (& Donna) Gimbi Home Number:  (570) 386 - 2888 Cell Number: (570) 573 - 7642


	Stay Connected From Anywhere!
	Facebook Coordinator:  Sarah Martinez
	Join us for Sunday worship on Facebook Live and follow our page for updates
	You can give through Tithe.ly  by scanning the QR code with your phone. The link will take you directly to our secure giving page.
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	APRIL
	WORSHIP
	Sunday, April 5th
	9:00am - Worship Service
	Holy Communion  Sermon: Behold the Risen Lord
	Sunday, April 12th

	9:00am - Worship Service
	Sunday, April 19th

	9:00am - Worship Service
	Sunday, April 26th

	9:00am - Worship Service
	Sermon: What Does the Bible Say About...People Pleasing

	The History Behind the Hymn: Christ Arose
	By Erin Zelinsky, Director of Music Ministry
	He is risen! He is risen, indeed! Alleluia! Happy Easter, church, and welcome to this new series “The History Behind The Hymn”. Today, let’s look at “Christ Arose”, written by Robert Lowry in 1874. Robert Lowry was born in Philadelphia in 1826. Growing up, he was on his church choir and helped teach Sunday school. His foundation was rooted in Jesus, and he later went on to become a preacher. He worked incredibly hard on his sermons, and was recognized for his ability to paint a picture in the imaginations of his congregants & excite an audience with his vivid descriptions. Although very consumed by his sermon writing, he always found time for another passion of his: music.  Lowry always had a love for music, but songwriting ranked far below writing and delivering a sermon. So in 1874, on a spring day near Easter Sunday, Lowry was reading the account of Jesus’ death and resurrection. He had read this passage hundreds of times, yet this time, he felt that his eyes had been opened to the significance of the event. And thus, in a very spontaneous fashion, one of Easter’s greatest hymns was born… “Christ Arose”. With little effort during a nightly devotion, Lowry had written a hymn that has stood the test of time.
	Sometimes it’s easy to believe that our purpose will only be revealed after endless soul searching. Or that we can only bring glory to God by working tirelessly and leaving our tanks on E. Sometimes, we’re even called to lead others in worship, but we say “no” because we feel we’re just not qualified to do it (oh wait, that was me nine years ago…) The truth is, God doesn’t need us prepared. He doesn’t need our ducks in a row. In fact, your ducks can be in the next pond over. As long as you’re willing, God can use you to bring glory to His name and share the Word with others, just like he did through Robert Lowry on that spring day in 1874. If you don’t feel equipped for what God is calling you to do, that’s okay. You don’t have to be. You just need to say “yes”.
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	Newsletter Submittals:
	To help us prepare the newsletter, please submit all items by the third Sunday of each month. This includes weddings, memorials, and thank‑you messages. You may email them or use the submission boxes. Thank you!

	Sponsorship Opportunities:
	Sponsor a monthly newsletter for $20. Just email your wording to the church office or place it in your packet marked “Newsletter Sponsor.” “Newsletter Sponsor.” The newsletter prints monthly.  Altar Flowers are $55 through Forget‑Me‑Not Florist, and rosebuds range from $13–28. Please order at least one week ahead. To sponsor flowers, call the office before noon on Tuesday and leave your phone number and the wording for the slides.


	Staying Involved
	& STAYING CONNECTED
	Lectors:  Lectors are needed every Sunday. Please sign up in the Narthex. New volunteers are always welcome. Updated Contact Information:  If you have a new address or phone number, please notify the office by email or phone. Keeping your information current helps us stay in touch and share important updates. Auditorium Bookings:  Planning an event? The Auditorium is available. Contact the office (prompt #1) to reserve. Contract and fee due two weeks ahead
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	Zion’s Stone Church Board Meeting Monday, February 9, 2026 X Stacey Cheese X Brady Miller X Darlene Gruver X Erin Ballister X Gary Clemson X Jen Clinton X Dean Meiser Tom Blaker Gene Schaeffer                  (X)= Board Member Present Congregation present: Pastor Linnea Pastor Linnea offered the prayer. Call to Order: President Stacey Cheese opened the meeting. Stacey welcomed Gary Clemson to the Board. Pastor’s Report: Linnea met with our sister churches last month. The mid-week Lenten Services are as follows: February 18, 2026 – Ash Wednesday Service at Zion’s Stone; February 25, 2026 – Service at St. John’s Mahoning (Pastor Josh); March 4, 2026- Service at Ben Salem (Pastor Tony); March 11, 2026- Service at Zion’s Stone (Pastor Josh); March 18, 2026- Service at St. Peters (Pastor Linnea); March 25, 2026- Service at Dinkey Memorial (Pastor Randy); April 2, 2026- Maundy Thursday Service at Ben Salem (Seder Meal); April 3, 2026- Good Friday Service at Zions’s Stone. All services are held at 7:00pm. Ash Wednesday Service –we will have pew communion and the blessing of receiving ashes. We are hosting the March 11th service with a time of fellowship after the service. There will be a signup sheet in the Narthex. There is a group of people interested in joining our Church with a tentative date for new membership on March 15th . February 22nd a President’s meeting will be held by the Lutherans. Pastor Linnea and Stacey plan to attend. Pastor Linnea is planning to attend a Youth meeting on February 28th to learn more of the programs and opportunities offered in the community. Secretary’s Report: Last month’s Board report was emailed to board members prior to tonight’s meeting. Motion to accept: Brady, 2nd Dean (Unanimous vote-all in favor). Treasurer’s Report: per Erin emailed to Board members. (2025 budget report) Motion to accept: Jen, 2nd Brady (Unanimous vote-all in favor). Committee Reports: (Board Representatives in parentheses) Finance (Erin Ballister)-Year end records remain in review. Personnel (Stacey Cheese)- The Call Committee is working on a potential full-time candidate for a Pastor. However, in the interim the Board can make the decision to offer the position of a Designated Pastor rather than a Supply Pastor. Board voted unanimously to have a designated pastor rather than a supply pastor. Motion to accept: Brady, 2nd Erin; 1 abstained.
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	Moving forward the Board agreed to offer Linnea Meiser the position of Designated Pastor. Motion to accept: Stacey, 2nd Darlene (All in favor; 1 abstained). Property (Dean Meiser)- No report. Checking into some issues with security cameras. CE/Sunday School (Darlene Gruver)- per Eileen, beginning February 15th , Sunday school will be held from 10:30-11:30am. The door to the auditorium will be opened 10 min. prior to Sunday school (10:20am). Once SS starts, the door will be locked. Someone will be seated in the back to open the door as needed. Schedule to June. All Sunday school classes will be canceled for March 15- Congregational meeting. Egg Hunt- Saturday, April 4 @2:00pm. Cystic Fibrosis Special Offering- April 19. Memorial Day- May 24- No Sunday school. Last day of Sunday school-June 14. Vacation Bible School- June 22-26 6:30-8:30pm. (Teachers are looking at Themes) Worship and Music(Dean Meiser)- Organ being tuned. Erin will be taking a paid vacation day on February 22nd. Outreach (Jen Clinton) -No report. Fundraising (Erin Ballister)- No report. Committee meeting tentatively planned. Youth Group (Brady Miller) – Youth had their sleepover. Donations of canned soup on Souper Bowl Sunday to support the New Ringgold food pantry. Safety/Security (Gene Schaeffer)- Locking of doors while Sunday school and choir practices are in session. Questions concerning evacuation plan and clarification of traditional safety matters. Other Committees/Misc. nothing presented. Old Business: Per Stacey, Kyle (From Computer Pals) discuss what to do with our old computers. We’ll have a Zion Stone Church email address. Letters were sent to inactive members.  New Business: Members yearly statements that were not picked up at Church were mailed. Erin Ballister spoke with computer software representatives. She will get quotes and demos to share at the next Board meeting, March 9th. Congregational review of information prior to meeting. Next Church Board Meeting is Monday, March 9, 2026 at 6:30pm. Pastor Linnea offered the closing prayer. Motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Brady, 2nd Dean. All in favor. (Unanimous)
	Respectfully submitted by Board Secretary, Darlene Gruver.
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	MUSIC MINISTRY
	No Experience Needed!
	Try something new, share your gifts, and make great friends along the way! Interested?  Contact our Director of Music, Erin Zelinski – (570) 205‑3511

	Ring His Praise - Handbell Choir
	Thursday Nights 6:15 pm

	Senior Choir
	Thursday Nights 6:45pm

	2026 Worship Attendance Figures:
	February 2026 2/1 - 118 2/8 - 107 2/15 -98 2/18 (Ash Wednesday) - 69 2/22 - 78
	March 2026 3/1 - 119 3/8 - 136 3/15 - 131 3/22 - 104 3/29 - 174


	Financial Update:
	March Budgeted Giving Amount:
	March Actual Giving Amount:
	March Actual Expenses:
	$20,359.00
	$24,272.86
	$17,225.78
	Total Giving YTD: $47,950.29
	Total 2026 Budget:  $244, 313.08
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	The church has received heartfelt thank‑you notes from the organizations we support through our Benevolence giving, along with messages of appreciation from members and their families
	Dear Church Family,       Thank you so much for supporting me. Praying for me and showing me love all these years as I worked for you. I was a “green” 24-year-old when I started working for Zion’s Stone Church. I have grown so much since then I started out by being part of the Mahoning UCC charge where I typed to bulletins for St. Peters Church, St. John’s Church, and Zion’s Stone Church then I moved into the office in January of 1995. I have grown so much since then. I learned so many things working for you all and I cherish every minute. second, and hour as I became a part of the family of Zion’s Stone Church. I came to love working at the church. I grew closer to God and became so much stronger in my faith by working at Zion’s. I want to thank you for that opportunity. It meant a great deal to me. It was an honor and a privilege, and I will never forget my time working for you all. I have made many wonderful friendships during those years. I had always tried my best to do the job to the best of my abilities, and I hope that my work showed it. I was so very proud to work for you. My decision to resign was the most difficult decision I ever had to make, it really was heart wrenching for me. I wish nothing but the best for Zion’s Stone Church. I will continue to help in Fundraising, continue with working with the youth group and continue to play on the handbells. Thank you so much for the plaque that I received on March 1. It was greatly appreciated. To whoever takes on my job at Zion’s. I wish you good luck and pray that the job will be as rewarding for you as it was for me. See you all at Church! God bless you all,  Charlotte Fritz.
	CF SPECIAL OFFERING – SUNDAY, APRIL 26
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	Outreach Updates
	Outreach has a couple of meaningful ways for you to get involved this spring:  • Meatball Sale on March 7  • Stand Down Valor volunteer opportunity on April 18 in Lansford
	We hope you’ll join us in supporting these efforts!
	Mid-Week Lenten Services
	April 2nd - Seder Meal Location: Bensalem - Led by: Pastor Randy April 3rd - Good Friday Location: Zion’s - Led by: Pastor Linnea
	This month’s newsletter is offered in gratitude for our church family. If you would like to sponsor an upcoming edition, please contact the church office.
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	Youth Group Meeting - March 8, 2026 Members Present: Lillian Huegel, Maddy Miller, Ella Balliet, Sarah Davenport, &. Karma Gold Advisors Present: Marianne Storch, Kyle Snyder, Dave & Adele Snyder, Lizzy Davenport, Karen Wood, & Darryl & Charlotte Fritz Show -N- Tell: Maddy & Lillian presented their instruments: Maddy - Baritone Ukulele & Dulcimer, Lillian - Piccolo. Each girl played their instruments and Maddy showed more of her Pins
	Secretary’s Report was presented & read. Treasurer’s Report was presented & read. Old Business: 1) Hockey game - Lehigh Valley Phantoms - April 11, 2026, Saturday, at 7 PM. A) Going are: Maddy, Lillian, karma, Sarah, Miller, and Isabella. B) Meet at the church by 2 PM. C) We will make T-shirts for the famine on April 17 - 18th 2026. D) We will make a light supper before we go to the game. (Dino Nuggets & F. Fries) E) Lehigh Valley phantoms or the PPL center is a cashless event if you need to buy any food or drinks or souvenirs bring money with you to reimburse the advisors. 2) 30 Hour Famine : Friday, April 17, 7 PM - Saturday, April 18, 8 PM. A) Attending the famine so far will be Miller Kovatch, Ella Balliet, Maddie Miller, Lillian Huegel, & Karma Gold. B) Bring sleepover items such as blankets, pillows, sleeping bag, air mattress, or Sleeping cot or mat. Bring Toiletry Items, PJ’s, & a change of Clothing, & wear older clothes & sneakers, no flip flops, crocks or sandals. C) Famine dinner suggestions: walking tacos, and pierogies. D) Parents must come in the auditorium and sign consent forms on Friday, April 17 at 7 PM E) We will not be holding a Youth Sunday this year, instead we will present a 10-15 minute presentation at the April 19 Sunday worship service. F) We have a donation box out in the Narthex on Sunday, April 12 & April 19. 3) CF Walk-A-Thon donation A) We will donate $150.00 to the Courageous Cousins team: Benjamin Hahn & his cousin Aiden for this important cause. New Business: Upcoming Church Events where the Youth Group can participate for service hours at School: A) Easter Egg Hunt - April 4, 2026 - 1:00pm - Help hide Eggs (Older Kids). B) Ham and String Bean dinner - April 25, 2026. C) Country, Church & Community - June 19, 2028 -Friday Night at 6:00pm at WP Park. D) Basket and Berries Bonanza - July 26, 2026 - held at the church. E) Fall Bingo - Designer Purse & Cash - Oct. 4, 2025 - Note Change in date (due to scheduling conflict - the bingo will be held a week earlier then other years). Show -N- Tell at Next Meeting - Isabella. Snacks for next meeting - Karma. Drinks for next meeting - Lillian Next Meeting: April 11, 2026 “Encourage, Not Discourage!”
	Respectfully submitted by Charlotte Fritz, Youth Group advisor
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	Dear Keystone Members and Friends –
	I grew up in a family that loved parades. I’ve been fortunate to have seen in person two of the most popular holiday parades. I’ve been to the Rose Parade on New Year’s Day in Pasadena, CA, and got to witness the incredible artistry of those floats to which seeing them on TV can’t compare. I also got to see the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade in NYC, but from an unusual vantage point. When we couldn’t find a spot on the street, my brother took us to a conference room in his company’s office building, and we watched the parade through the 25th floor windows! We were actually looking down upon the famous balloons of that parade.
	By now, most everyone is familiar with the scholarship on the two parades of Jerusalem on what we call Palm Sunday. Many believe that the peasant parade of Jesus, the disciples, and others was planned mockery and a counter-parade to the parade of power of Pontius Pilate and his Roman guards. The Romans were entering the city on the west side, Jesus and company on the east side.
	This coming weekend in our country there will be two days of parades, if you will. The “No Kings” gatherings and marches will happen on Saturday and in many churches the Palm Sunday parade(s) will be remembered and in some even reenacted.
	The parades this coming weekend can be compared to the tension of that first Palm Sunday in Jerusalem: Parades can be statements of power and/or protest. Sometimes, we need a 25th floor view to see the true scope and effectiveness of such gatherings. Jesus mocking Roman power in the occupied holy city of his faith made a statement that his power was not of this world. Pilate’s Parade, and many ruling-party parades since, filled with swords, weapons and shows of loyalty are statements of authority of this world.
	Nearly 2000 years later, we may still love a parade, especially those with artistry, passion, or the power of community at their hearts. Other parades hit differently.
	So, it makes me wonder in a decade or two how the two parade days of this coming weekend will be viewed in terms of their power? I suppose the participants and viewers will decide the answer to that question in time.
	Rev. Dwight Hein Coordinator Leadership Development Keystone Conference UCC
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	Potato
	FILLING SALE
	$12
	Quart
	PICK UP
	Saturday 4/4
	11am-1pm - Auditorium
	Zion’s Stone Church
	45 Cemetery Rd, New Ringgold


	Zion’s Stone Church



	Ham & String Bean Dinner
	FUNDRAISER
	Join us for a PA Dutch favorite! All-you-can-eat Eat in or Take out
	Saturday

	April 25th
	$12 (13+) $6 (6-12) 5 & under free
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	We’re excited to share our upcoming Fundraising events so you can save the dates:
	Country, Church, and Community: Celebrating America’s 250th! — June 19
	Baskets & Berries — July 26
	Fall Basket Bingo — October 4
	Pork & Sauerkraut Dinner — November 14


	Stay tuned for more details!
	Thinking about lending a hand? Connect with any Fundraising Committee member!
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	Event Calendar
	Images used in this newsletter are sourced from Canva and Google Photos.


