
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

  

 

Look for: 

*Worship Schedule 
*Acolyte Schedule 
*Music Schedule 
*Announcements 
*Youth Group News 

*Exciting Events 
*Monthly Calendar of Events    
*Birthday Calendar 
*Synod & Conference News 
 And Much More! 
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234 Years of worshipping the  

Lord with each other…. 

 
 

ZION’S STONE CHURCH OF  

WEST PENN TOWNSHIP 

A Federated ELCA & UCC Church 

 

45 Cemetery Rd 

New Ringgold, PA 17960 

 

570-386-5111 

 

www.zionstonechurch.org 

 

Rev. Russell Campbell, Pastor  
Cell # 610-737-2634 

zionstch@ptd.net 

revarc@ptd.net  

 

Come Worship with Us! 

9:00am – Sunday Worship Service                                                                           
(1st Sunday of the month is Holy Communion)                                                                              

10:15am – Sunday School  
For All Ages     

5:00pm – 1st & 3rd Saturday Night Worship Services 
(1st Saturday Night of the month we will have communion) 

 

As of April 2005, 
 Zion’s Stone Church Lutheran Congregation and Zion’s Stone Church United 
 Church of Christ Congregation enter into a shared ministry.  Keeping both 

 heritages in the Sunday Worship Service each week. 
 
 

Photo by Gayle Mateyak 



CHURCH STAFF… 
Pastor: Rev. Russell Campbell 

Pastor Russ’s Office Hours: 
 

        Monday: 3:00pm – 7:00pm 
Thursday: 10:00am – 4:00pm 

 

Cell Phone # 610-737-2634 
Pastor’s Home Email: revarc@ptd.net        Pastor’s Church Email: zionstch@ptd.net 

Church Administrator/Treasurer: 
 Charlotte Fritz Office Hours: 
Monday 12:00pm – 3:00pm 

           Wednesday & Thursday 9:00am – 3:00pm 
 

Charlotte’s Office Email: zscofc@ptd.net 
          (Please use this email for information for Charlotte.) 

 

Church Secretary 
Amy Mogish Office Hours: 
Monday – 9:00am – 3:00pm 
Tuesday – 9:00am – 3:00pm  

Amy’s Office Email: ZSCSecretary@ptd.net 
(Please use this email for information for Amy) 

 

(Office is closed on Friday’s) 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  

  

Church Office Phone Number: 
570-386-5111 – When calling use: 

prompt #2 for Pastor 
 prompt #3 for Amy 

    prompt #4 for Charlotte 
 

 

 

Music Director/Organist: 
Erin Zelinski – 570-205-3511 

Card Care coordinator: 
Nancy Meiser - 570-205-9267 

 

Check us out on Facebook! 
Thanks to Sarah Martinez 

for being our Facebook Coordinator! 

Zion’s Stone Website 
www.zionstonechurch.org 

 

Genealogy Requests: 
Todd Cheese 

Cell: 570-778-3641 
Todd’s email:  

CheeseT@icloud.com 
 

Monday 12:00 noon to 3:00pm 
Wednesday and Thursday 9:00am to 3:00pm 

Sexton(s): 
Fred (& Donna) Gimbi 
Home # 570-386-2888 

Fred’s Cell #570-573-7642 
 

 



 
 
 

Sunday, March 3, 2024 – 3 RD Sunday in Lent 
w/ Holy Communion – Pew  

9:00am - Worship Service  
Sermon Title: “Embeddedness”  

  Exodus 20:1-17   1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
John 2:13-22 

      
Sunday, March 10, 2024 – 4 th Sunday in Lent 

9:00am – Worship Service  
w/Young People’s Time and King’s Kids 
Sermon Title: “Emerging From Darkness” 

Numbers 24:4-9    Ephesians 2:1-10 
John 3:14-21 

 

Sunday, March 17, 2024 – 5 th Sunday in Lent  
9:00am – Worship Service  

Sermon Title: “Right Here, Right Now” 
Jeremiah 31:31-34     Hebrews 5:5-10 

John 12:20-33 
 

Sunday, March 24, 2024 – Palm Sunday 
9:00am – Worship Service  

   Sermon Title: “Who To Follow?”  
Isaiah 50:4-9a Philippians 2:5-11 

Mark 11:1-11 
 

Thursday, March 28, 2024 – Maundy Thursday 
7:00pm – Worship Service  

Sermon Title: “ A New Commandment” 
Exodus 12:1-14    1 Corinthians 11:23-26    

 John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

WORSHIP MARCH 2024 



Friday, March 29, 2024 – Good Friday 
7:00pm – Worship Service  

Sermon Title: “I Am” 
John 18:1-19:42 

 

Sunday, March 31, 2024 – Easter Sunday 
6:30am – Worship Service w/Pew Communion 

(Service will be held up in the Cemetery, bring your lawn chair and 
blanket, dress warmly – its gets cold in the cemetery!) 

Sermon Title: “Now What?” 
Acts 10:34-43     1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

Mark 16:1-8 
 

Sunday, March 31, 2024 – Easter Sunday  
9:00am – Worship Service w/Pew Communion 

Sermon Title: “Now What?” 
Acts 10:34-43     1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

Mark 16:1-8 
 

 

2024 Midweek Lent Schedule - “Holy Lament” 
 

Midweek Lenten Worship at 7:00PM on the following dates: 
Wednesday, March 6, 2024 at Ben Salem UCC,  

1965 Church Hill Road, 
Lehighton, PA 18235 

Preacher: Rev Russell Campbell – Focus Scripture: Psalm 88 
 

Wednesday, March 13, 2024 at St. Peter’s Church, 
 184 St. Peter’s Road, 
Tamaqua, PA 18252 

Preacher: Pastor Randy Lentz - Focus Scripture: Psalm 13 
 

Wednesday, March 20, 2024 at Dinkey Memorial Lutheran Church, 
1825 Dinkey Road, Lehighton, PA 18235 

Preacher: Rev Russell Campbell 
Focus Scripture: Psalm 44:1-10, 13, 17-26 



 

b 

Wednesday, 12 October  2022 
 

 
Zion’s Stone Church Board Meeting – January 8, 2023  
X Pastor Russ Campbell               X Erin Zeigler                     X Sam Schaeffer 
X Gary Clemson                            X Brady Miller                    X Dan Metzger 
X Rosalee Rehrig                          X Scot Dietrich                   X Gene Schaeffer  
X Rick Zelinski                             X Darlene Gruver 
  (X)=Board Member Present 
—----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Congregation present:  Charlotte Fritz 
 

Call to Order: Pastor Russ opened the meeting with a prayer. 
  

Nomination and election of officers for 2024 
As follows:  President—Sam Schaefer 
                   Vice President—Dan Metzger 
                   Treasurer—Gary Clemson 
                   Secretary—Darlene Gruver 
Liaisons to committees: 
                    Property—Scot Dietrich 
                    Finance—Gary Clemson, Brady Miller and Erin Zeigler 
                    Personnel—Gary Clemson, Brady Miller and Erin Zeigler 
                    CE/Sunday School—Rick Zelinski 
                    Worship and Music—Rick Zelinski 
                    Youth Group—Dan Metzger 
                    Outreach/Evangelism/Fundraising—Amanda Sassaman,  
                    Dan Metzger and Nancy Meiser 
                    Safety—Blair Miller and cochair-Sam Schaefer 
 

 President Sam Schaefer welcomed new members. 
  

 Pastor’s Report :  Pastor’s report reviewed, on file. Pastor Russ plans to    
retire in 3 years. Looking for the Board to share new thoughts and ideas for 
the Church’s future. Pastor updated his Church office hours:  Mondays – 
3:00pm- 7:00pm  & Thursdays-10:00am-7:45pm 
   
Secretary’s Report:  Presented and reviewed. Motion to accept: Scot  2nd Dan      

 

 



Treasurer’s Report:  Presented and reviewed. Motion to accept: Rick 2nd Scot 
 
Committee Reports  (Board Representative in parentheses) 
Worship and Music (Rick Zelinski)-Organ is working. 
 
Property (Scot Dietrich)-Working on wall 
 
Per Charlotte Fritz -Bid for new Church carpeting@ $50,000. For now will 
obtain other Bids to compare. 
 
Finance (Gary Clemson)-Accounts stable. 
Fuel credit is$3,000  locked in agreement until May 24, 2024 (Options-Rarick, 
J. Hollenbach, Fegley and Countryside) PPL supplier change to Best Buy 
Energy—monitor and revisit next year. 
 
CE/Sunday School (Rick Zelinski)- Nothing to report. 
 
Youth Group (Dan Metzger)-Sleepover January 12-13th. The date for 30hr 
famine in April. 
 
Outreach/Evangelism/Fundraising  (Amanda and Nancy) report read by 
Sam Making pizzas for Super Bowl on Feb.10,2024 at Sexton’s House; pickup 
same day. Making meatballs March 2nd. Outreach meeting scheduled for 
January 15 at the Sexton’s House. 
Per Charlotte there will be a meeting to discuss fund raising possibilities 
 
Personnel (Gary Clemson)- Gary discussed employee contracts to be signed 
by Sam as the new Board president. 
 
Safety/Security (Blair Miller) and Sam plan to apply the 3M film to the 
windows ASAP. 
 
Other Committees/Misc -nothing presented. 
 
New Business: 
Per Charlotte the books need to be audited. Scheduled 6:00pm February 12th 
prior to next Board meeting. Sam to send emails to Renee and Karissa as 
reminders. 



Gary responded to the request to have a second person authorized to sign 
checks 
 
Reminder:  Ash Wednesday: February 14that 7:00pm 
                  Easter Sunday: March 31 at 6:30am and 9:00am 
  
Old Business: 
Forget-Me-Not florist needs to be contacted for price list and protocol 
for deliveries to the Church. 
 
Long Term Business:  None 
 
Next Church Board Meeting  on Monday February 12th 2024 at 7:00pm. 
Auditing of books at 6:00pm. 
 
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Scot and seconded by Dan. 
The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Board Secretary, Darlene Gruver 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Our Deepest Sympathies 
Go to JeanMarie Zehner and Family and Friends 

 on the Death of her husband, 
  Gary Zehner,  

who entered into eternal life on 
December 28, 2023.  

 
Go to Kay Hamm and Family and Friends 

 on the death of her sister,  
Marilyn Ahner,  

who entered into eternal life on December 28, 2023. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

In case of inclement wheather: 

Check out our Facebook page or web page for Church closings 
during the winter. It will also be posted on WBRE if the Church is 

closed. You can also contact a member of the board. There will also 
be a phone chain that will be started for those that are at church 

most Sundays.  

 

 



NEWSLETTER SUBMITTALS…  
Please help the office staff be efficient by having all newsletter submittals 

emailed to the church office (or placed in the newsletter submittal boxes) 

by the newsletter deadline, the Third Sunday of each month.  

If you would like your wedding announcement or if you have a loved one 

who has entered into eternal life, thank you messages, etc.,  

please contact the office by the newsletter deadline or we may not 

 be able to publish your information until the next month. Thank You! 
 
 

NEWSLETTER SPONSORSHIPS… $20.00 per month 
If you are interested in sponsoring the newsletter, Email Charlotte, zscofc@ptd.net, 

your wording for the newsletter or place your envelope in your packet marked 
Newsletter Sponsor. The newsletter is printed one time per month except for the 

July/August newsletter which is a combined newsletter.  
 

ALTAR FLOWER SPONSORSHIPS… We are have a new Florist!, Forget-Me-Not 
Florist in Orwigsburg. The new cost of Altar Flowers are $55.00 & Rosebuds are 
$13.00-$28.00 (depends on if you order Altar Flowers with it) All Flower Orders 
must be recived at least 1 week in advance . If you are interest in sponsoring  

altar flowers please call the office at (570) 386-5111 prompt #3, before 12 pm on 
Tuesday. Leave a message  with your telephone number and the exact wording 

you would like to see it printed on the slides.  
 

 

Lectors are needed for every Sunday.  
Please sign up in the Narthex. If you or someone you know would 

  like to be a LECTOR … New volunteers are always welcome. 
Acolytes… Last year’s class and current confirmation classes please sign up  

on the calendar in the Narthex. Two acolytes are needed for  
each Sunday. Please arrive by 8:50am to prepare. 

 

Do you have a new Address or Telephone 
&/or Cell Phone Number?  

Please notify the office either through email (zscofc@ptd.net) or phone (570-386-5111) 
with your new information. This way we can keep in touch with you and provide you with  

important information regarding the church. Thank you! 
 

Auditorum Bookings: 
The Auditorum is open for events. Please contact the church office use prompt #3 (Amy) 

or #4 (Charlotte) if you would like to book the Auditorum for your birthday parties, 
wedding rehearsal dinners, anniversary parties, etc. You will need to sign a contact and 

return it with the event rental fee 2 weeks prior your event date. 
 

 

(All the clip art printed in this newsletter was taken from google clip art.) 
 



2024 WORSHIP ATTENDANCE FIGURES… 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   
 
 
 
 

 
 

Thank you for your continued support of 
Zion’s Stone Church! 

 
 

 

         2024 January 
Current Giving: 
Total Income Budgeted for 2024-----------------$  234,908.37 
Total Benevolence income for 2024 ------------$    11,500.00 
Total Income plus Benevolence ----------------- $  246,408.37 
                                                                               (In order to meet our spending plan,  
                                                                               we need to receive these amounts,)            
               Monthly                                                                   Weekly Budgeted                   
      Income & Benevolence            Gain/ (-Loss)            Income & Benevolence               
                                                                                        ($ 4,517.46  -  per week)                   
            $11,887.40                          -$7,688.30              ($19,575.70  -  per month) 
          

 
 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT  
 

 

January   6 – Sat. cancelled  
January   7 – cancelled  
January 14 – 94 
January 20 – Sat. cancelled 
January 21 – 88 
January 28 – 92 

 

February   3 ( Sat.)  – 13 
February   4 – 124 
February 11 – 105 
February 14 ( Ash Wednesday) - 59 
February 17 – Sat. - Cancelled 
February 18 –  109      
February 21 – (Lent) 98 
February 25 -  
 

 
                             

                                       The March Newsletter is sponsored in                                                 
                                 honor of the March  13th birthday 

                  of DelRoy Haas.  



 

 

 
 

 
The Fundraising Committee  would like to thank everyone who purchased 
soup for our Winter Soup Sale. We sold 146 quarts of homemade soup. 100% 
of the sales goes back into the needs of the Church. Without out your support 
we would not be able to do what we do. Thank you again and God Bless!  
 
Zion’s Stone Church Members , thank you for continuing to support the 
community and the surrounding areas with your generous benevolence 
donations during 2023. (During 2023 Zion’s Stone Church Congregation was 
able to help the PNEC & ELCA SYNOD along with PNEC Amigos de 
Guatemala program, Valor, HHTLC, the New Ringgold Food Pantry, West 
Penn Lions Food Program, Tamaqua Adult Day Care, & Bethany Children’s 
Home.) Without the support of the congregation some of these organizations 
would not be able to help those in need. Your helps is greatly appreciated by 
these organizations! 
 
                                   We welcome to the 2024 Board Erin Zeigler,  
                                           Brady Miller, Gene Schaeffer, & Darlene 
                                      Gruver. Zion’s Stone Church would also like to 
                                       acknowledge the Board members still serving  
                                     on the Board, Gary Clemson, Jr., Dan Metzger II,  
                                       Scot Dietrich, Rick Zelinski & Sam Schaefer.     
                                          Thank you to all for serving on the Board! 
   President of the Board, 
        Sam Schaefer 

Mark your Calendars: 
 

The Old Fashion Church Social  will be held on Sunday, July 28, 2024 and it will be held 
at the Church from 11:00am – 7:00pm.  
 

VBS – The date as been set to June 24 – 28, 2024. 
 
The Fall Festival and Trunk or Treat  will be held on Saturday, October 19, 2024.  
More details will follow in the next few months about these events and other events in 
2024. 

 

SPECIAL THANK YOU… 
 

(The church receives thank you letters from other organizations 
that we support through Benevolence giving throughout the year.) 

 

 



THURSDAY MORNINGS 

& 

                 THURSDAY NIGHTS 
                                                        w/The Rev. Russell Campbell 
                                                                                                                                                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                        

Bible Study are at  
10:00am & 6:45pm 

on: 
are cancelled until April 

 

SATURDAY WORSHIP SERVICES… 

Worship Services for March 2024 
 

are cancelled until April 6th  
 

at 5:00pm  

Starting at 4:00pm there will be a Soup/Dessert 

meal and then after the light supper the 

Worship Service will begin. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Outreach News… 
 
 

We will be making meatballs on March 2nd at the Church. 
The cost is $15.00 per bag – 25 per bag.  Pickup will be on 
March 2nd between 3:00pm – 4:15pm and on Sunday Morning 
on March 3rd before and after the Church Service.   
 
                                 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 

 

6:15 pm Thursdays 6:45pm Thursdays 

Thank you to our Director of Music 
Erin Zelinski 

for sharing her musical talents 
with us during worship! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                In February, thirty (30) Valentine packets were mailed to 
                                                our homebound members and others in the community.   
                                                Our SS kids (up to Grade 5) enthusiastically made 60 little  
                                                cards for Valentine’s Day plus we had 30 other handmade  
                                                cards…for a total of 90 cards.  All of our cards were made 
to shine the light of God’s love to others! 
 
We will have Sunday school on March 10 th   
(Congregational Meeting). Kids (preschool to grade 5)  
will meet upstairs  for a movie during our regular SS time.   
Church members are invited to join us in the  
social hall for coffee and cookies after the meeting. 
 
                                                          Our annual egg hunt  is scheduled for SATURDAY,                               
                                                          MARCH 30 at 2:00 PM .  The Sunday school will                                                  
                                                          provide all the plastic eggs (filled with goodies).  
                                                          Kids up to Grade 5 are welcome!  In case of rain or                  
                                                          snow, we will move inside.  Anyone interested in  
                                                          helping us hide eggs should be at the church by 
                                                          1:15 pm. 
 

Vacation Bible School  has always been an important part of our church ministry. 
For this ministry to continue, we need YOU !!  We need leaders and helpers. 

Great News… VBS will be held on June 24  – 28, 2024. The theme to be determined. 
Please call/text Eileen Coombe @570-386-4180 or e-mail: jrcoombe @ptd.net. 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

February 4, 2024 - Youth Group Meeting Notes 
Members Present: 
Bradyn Brothers, Destiny Steinmetz, Kyrsten Derr, Elizabeth Davenport, Sarah 
Davenport, Madelyn Miller, Karma Gold, Tyler Buchman, Emily Buchman, Lillian Huegel 
(Member in Training) 
 
Advisors Present: 
Charlotte Fritz, Darryl Fritz, Karen Wood, Kyle Snyder, Marianne Storch, Dorothy 
Knowlan 

 

Secretary’s Report given by Madelyn 
Treasurer’s Report given by Charlotte 
 
Old Business 

• We have one candidate application for the Eoin Towers Memorial Scholarship.  
• The 30 Hour Famine will be held on April 19th at 7pm-April 20th at 8pm. The Youth 

Group members will be staying overnight and we are asking that you bring friends. 
If you have any friends interested in coming, please let Charlotte know ASAP. A 
parent must sign a consent form for you to participate. 

• Youth Sunday will be on April 21st. Jobs were discussed at the meeting and they 
will be gone over again.  

• We looked at going on a Youth Group trip in February. We will be going to 
Hershey’s Chocolate World and Escape Room Hershey on February 25th. We 
would leave after Sunday School and you would need to bring a packed lunch. You 
would also need to bring some money for dinner. A parent will need to sign a 
consent form for this event. 

• Souper Bowl Sunday - Please be there to collect cans and donations. 
 

New Business 
• There will be no activity for the month of March. Please start thinking of an activity 

that the group could do over the summer. 
• Our next meeting will be held on March 10th, 2024 at 7 pm. 

o Lizzy will bring show n’ tell. 
o Sarah will bring the snack. 
o Lillian will bring the drink. 

 

“Encourage not Discourage.” 
Respectfully Submitted By: Bradyn Brothers, Youth Group Newsletter Coordinator 

 



Zion’s Stone Church 
45 Cemetery Rd, New Ringgold, PA 17960 

570-386-5111, extension 4  

 

 

The Fundraising Committee 
Is Hosting a 

  

Homemade Church  
Filling Sale 

 

Cost is 
$10.00 per quart 

 

Orders are due by 
Sunday, March 24, 2024. 

 

Pick up  
Saturday, March 30, 2024 

11:00am – 1:00pm & 
(Easter Egg Hunt is at 2:00pm) 

 3:00pm – 4:00pm 
This is a “Pre-sale Only” Event. 

 

2 Ways to Order! 
You can order online 

 [for any questions on ordering  
online, contact Jessica Miller at  

570-952-5610] Or 
Sign-up on the Sign up sheet in the 

Narthex starting on Feb. 25th. 
 

Scan this OR 
code to order 

online 
(starting on  

Feb. 25) 
 

 

In order to keep everyone 
safe at the Easter Egg Hunt on 

March 30th, NO CHURCH 
FiLLING will be available for 

pick up from 1:00pm-3:00pm. 
You may pick up from 11am – 

1pm or from 3pm – 4pm. 
Thank you for your 

understanding! 



ZION’S STONE CHURCH 
2024 Easter Flower Order Form 

                                             Code         Plant             Price 
                                               M             Mum             $9.00 
                                               T              Tulip             $8.00 
                                                L              Lily              $9.00 
Code    In Honor Of: 
 
1.____   ________________________________________________________________ 
  
2.____    _______________________________________________________________ 
 
3.____    _______________________________________________________________ 

         
SPONSOR(s)____________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Code     In Memory Of: 
 
1.___     ________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

2.___     ________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
3.___     ________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

SPONSOR(s)____________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Total # Plants:___________           Total Amt. Due:______________ 
 

Money Must Accompany the Order 
Please make checks payable to: Zion’s Stone Church 

Orders may be placed in the offering plate 
or mailed to the church by February 25, 2024 (with the way the mail has been 

lately you may want to email Amy at zscsecretary@ptd.net with your order 
and wording. Email deadline is March 3, 2024.) 

 

To mail order:   Zion’s Stone Church, 45 Cemetery Road, New Ringgold, PA 17960 
 

DEADLINE TO ORDER IS Sunday, March 3, 2024 

 
 

 
 



ZION’S COLORING  CORNER 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Penn Northeast Conference UCC, 431 Delaware Ave., Palmerton, PA 18071 
www.pnec.org  610-826-3113; 610-826-5464 FAX  

Conference Minister, Rev. Dr. Bonnie Bates   bonnieb@pnec.org         
Rev. Christian Creyer    christianc@pnec.org       

Barbara Jennings   barbaraj@pnec.org Patty Rehrig   pattyr@pnec.org  
  SEND ARTICLES TO BE INCLUDED TO  pattyr@pnec.org 

Dear Friends, 
  Lent began yesterday with the Ash Wednesday Worship and the remembrance of our 
call to fast and pray, to sacrifice and reconcile. I can remember what a high holy day Ash 
Wednesday was when I was growing up in the Roman Catholic Church. We made public 
pledges about what we were giving up (surrendering) and for which things we sought 
forgiveness and reconciliation. These days many people, inside the church as well as 
outside the church, don’t know why we even commemorate this day. 
  The readings for Ash Wednesday worship outline the reasons why:  

• Joel proclaims the need to rend our garments and return to God;  
• Isaiah proclaims the need to move into humility and the care of the least and lost 

among us; 
• The Psalmist seeks mercy and forgiveness; 
• The Epistle reading reminds us to move from sin and to face our difficulties with 

purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, and truthful 
speech; and, 

• The Gospel lessons reminds us to forget false and public piety and move into quiet 
relationship and prayer with God. 

  Those are big asks for anyone. We live in a world that is more focused on success, 
personal gain, personal achievement, pride, and even arrogance. Lent is a time to look at 
ourselves, our relationship with God and with our neighbor, and move back to God as we 
journey through this life. Seeking care for others, quiet reflection, peace, justice, love for 
neighbor, and reunion with God are the tasks of Lent. We walk these 40 days with Jesus, 
moving from Ash Wednesday through to the sharing of Passover on Maundy Thursday 
and the crucifixion on Good Friday. This is a season to seek contemplation and 
reconciliation with God and with our neighbors. This is a season to care for the least 
among us and seek justice and peace in relationships and the world. Lent is the time to 
move back, to turn around, to seek God more than anything else. 
  Our faith journeys are not always easy. The path laid before us is not always simple to 
see or travel. Yet, we walk with each other, as disciples of Jesus, traveling to Holy Week 
and the ultimate celebration of Resurrection. Yet, to skip the challenging work of Lent 
hollows the celebration of Resurrection. Let us do the work of Lent, so we can celebrate 
Easter with our whole mind, whole body, and whole spirit. May it be so.  

Blessings, Bonnie  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ZION'S STONE CHURCH - MARCH 2024 BIRTHDAY CALENDER
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY     Satu rday

1 2

Terri Gerber Ben Rabenold

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Pam Arner Bradyn Brothers Blake Bailey Fern Osenbach
Julio Rago Karen Metzger
Tyler Ruch Ruth Raymond

Lori Sawka

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

Bruce Everett Tim Lehman Madalyn Kressley DelRoy Haas John Garber Cole Hunsicker
Lori Sock Hazel Osenbach Mason Lupkin

Holly Brennen

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

Pauline Oswald Devon Miller Mollie Lehman

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

Maxine Beers Linda Garber Wayne Leone Ruthann Zellner Darlene Gruver
Vicky Pratt Joe Rudelitch Chris Metzger

31

Loretta Beers

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


